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THE DAY
A brand new business venture



When Gordon Watt, owner (and artisan!) 

of Morning Glass Designs commissioned 

Coast2Coast Architects to create a new 

studio for him, his priority was simple: 

Low impact. With a need for a fl exible 

studio space that incorporated a work 

area, offi  ce, glass store and cementing 

room, Gordon required a design that 

would meet his needs, yet have a 

minimal impact on the environment, 

the surrounding countryside and 

his fi nances. The resulting build has 

proved to be a resounding success.

Designing the stained glass workshop 

primarily of timber, Greig and Kathleen 

Munro of Coast2 Coast Architects 

have created a wonderfully minimalist, 

yet architecturally interesting, 

structure, which sits within woodlands 

adjacent to the client’s home in Alford, 

Aberdeenshire. The long, single story 

studio incorporates clever design details

such as a low, sloping tin roof, concealed 

on three sides behind a raised wall, which 

keeps the profi le of the building discreet 

whilst retaining the ability to cast off  

the inevitable snow and rainfall. Entirely 

covered in Scotlarch® cladding, the large, 

sliding, vertically-clad doors off -set the 

uniformity of the horizontally-clad panels 

forming the front wall, adding interest 

and allowing the workshop to be opened 

up in order to maximise natural light 

when required.

The use of locally-sourced timber framing 

and fi nishing materials was essential for 

the zero-carbon aspirations of the design, 

and also provided a softer, contemporary 

look for an essentially industrial building. 

It had the eff ect of providing a link to the 

surrounding woodland which will only 

strengthen as the untreated Scotlarch® 

cladding weathers over time, becoming 

an attractive silver-grey colour which 

will blend nicely into the countryside.

Despite the eff ort put into ensuring the 

minimal impact of Morning Glass Studios, 

its design and sustainability credentials 

have ensured that its creation will not 

go unnoticed; Coast2Coast Architects 

have received a nomination for the 

RIAS Design Awards 2012, Forestry 

Commission Scotland Wood for Good 

Award. We suspect that kind of impact 

is one that no architect objects to 

making, and wish Greig and Kathleen 

every success. 

ABOVE: SCOTLARCH® CLADDING 

ON MORNING GLASS STUDIO.

OUTSTANDING DESIGN
THE USE OF LOCALLY-
SOURCED TIMBER FRAMING 
AND FINISHING MATERIALS 
WAS ESSENTIAL FOR THE 
ZERO-CARBON ASPIRATIONS 
OF THE DESIGN



As part of a conservation area 

overlooking Burghead bay, Findhorn’s 

development is carefully managed to 

preserve the unique character of its idyllic 

location. It is perhaps fortunate then, 

given the rare opportunity to build on the 

footprint of a previous dwelling within 

the garden of their existing home, that 

Greig and Kathleen Munro have notched 

up years of experience designing eco-

houses as Coast2Coast Architects.

Driftwood Cottage is traditional in 

appearance yet has benefi tted from 

a modern, low carbon method of 

construction, resulting in an exceptionally 

well-insulated, energy effi  cient cottage. 

Using quality, natural materials 

throughout, coupled with a design that 

is sympathetic to the surrounding area, 

has ensured the fi nished home blends 

seamlessly into place whilst concealing 

the contemporary, almost Scandinavian, 

interior. The use of timber is predominate 

internally, with the white wood panelled 

walls perfectly off set by the darker boards 

of the Russwood oak fl oor. Externally, the 

cottage is fl anked by two timber ‘lean-to’ 

structures that echo the smokehouses 

commonly seen in old fi shing villages, 

and add space and interest to the shape 

of the rooms that lie within.

It is the level of detail and care invested 

in Driftwood Cottage that has made 

the Munros’ home remarkable. Osmo 

charcoal stain was hand-applied to the 

Character B oak fl oor using a dragging 

technique, with the variances in the 

grain of the wood absorbing the colour 

at diff erent rates to create an attractive 

mottled eff ect, reminiscent of old, worn 

boards. This ‘pre-aging’ continued 

externally, with the Scotlarch® clad 

lean-tos being hand-painted in a bespoke 

weathered blue, originally based on 

the colour of an old gate in Findhorn 

and now known as Driftwood Blue. 

It is the same attention to detail and level 

of care that has contributed towards 

Russwood being utilised on this project. 

After using our products for over seven 

years now, Greig states; “Russwood 

has an outstanding record of customer 

care – excellent attention to detail and 

quality of advice coupled with solving any 

problems that arise quickly, effi  ciently 

and to the customer’s satisfaction.” 

We are blushing, but equally delighted 

that Driftwood  recently won the IAA 

2012 Best New Building in Moray and 

has been nominated for the 2012 RIAS 

Design Awards under the category 

for Conservation & Design – results 

are due out as we go to press… 

We are rooting for you!

SIMPLY PERFECT

LEFT: HAND-OILED CHARACTER B OAK 

FLOOR BOARDS IN DRIFTWOOD COTTAGE.

ABOVE: PAINTED SCOTLARCH® CLADDING 

ON THE EXTERIOR OF DRIFTWOOD COTTAGE.

JOHN PAUL PHOTOGRAPHY

A MODERN, LOW 
CARBON METHOD 
OF CONSTRUCTION, 
RESULTING IN AN 
EXCEPTIONALLY WELL-
INSULATED, ENERGY 
EFFICIENT COTTAGE





A collaboration between John Cooper 

and Lord and Lady Aberdeen, proprietors 

of Haddo Estate, Formartine’s remains 

true to, and benefi ts greatly from, the 

sustainable future the Estate has been 

looking to for some time now. From 

the locally-produced buying policy of 

the shop and restaurant, to the local 

renewable energy sources that provide 

electricity for the day-to-day running of 

the building, nothing travels further than 

it needs to. This policy extends to the 

fabric of the building, with the granite 

for the stonework being found onsite, 

and the Scotlarch® for the cladding all 

sourced within 100 miles of Russwood’s 

Highland sawmill. The use of Scotlarch® 

is prevalent throughout the build, not 

only appearing on the walls, but also 

underfoot in the Gripdeck®-covered 

external dining area, and surrounding 

balustrades and hand rails.

Whilst the overall design was largely 

client-led, Gordon Scott Architectural 

Services  and Bancon Construction 

worked closely with John to realise 

his long-held vision for Formartine’s, 

incorporating a number of innovative 

ideas that have contributed to its 

environmental credentials. A heat 

recovery system recycles existing 

‘waste’ heat so successfully that it 

provides all heating and hot water 

which, hand in hand with the renewable 

energy sources utilised for electricity, 

potentially results in a positive carbon 

contribution. (It certainly sits above 

the existing rating guidelines, with 

ongoing consultations underway to fi nd 

a classifi cation that will do justice to its 

100% zero-carbon emission status).

Although a fan of timber, and Scotlarch® 

in particular, John wanted to avoid the 

‘weathered’ look for Formartine’s. 

To achieve this he coated the cladding 

in Osmo UV protection oil, in order to 

maintain the original colour of the larch. 

Having received a great deal of positive 

feedback from customers regarding the 

appearance of the building, he is now 

investigating the possibility of utilising 

Scotlarch® for a planned smokehouse 

within the grounds. When complete 

this will provide smoked delicacies 

to the shop and restaurant and, with 

the working woodland and trout loch 

supplying the smokery, will give visitors 

a complete sense of ‘from loch to plate’. 

 

The heart of Aberdeenshire’s farming land, on the National Trust’s historic 
castle trail, is not generally the place a visitor would expect to fi nd a pioneering, 

zero-carbon building … A brand new business venture, Formartine’s is a testament 
to both the vision of its creator, John Cooper, and the sustainability of Haddo Estate, 
the grounds of which it sits within. The project took four years of planning, with 
the eatery and food hall now delighting customers with delicious, locally sourced, 
artisan produce.

SUSTAINABILITY IS 
DISH OF THE DAY

ALTHOUGH A FAN OF 
TIMBER, AND SCOTLARCH® 
IN PARTICULAR, JOHN 
WANTED TO AVOID THE 
‘WEATHERED’ LOOK FOR 
FORMARTINE’S

TOP: FORMARTINE’S. 

ABOVE: COATED SCOTLARCH® CLADDING 

ON FORMARTINE’S.

LEFT: SCOTLARCH® GRIPDECK® SITS BELOW 

THE COATED SCOTLARCH® CLADDING.



Having lived happily for over 30 years in 

a four storey Victorian villa, overlooking 

the Water of Leith in Edinburgh and 

surrounded by mature, well-tended 

gardens, Simpson & Brown’s elderly 

client was faced with a diffi  cult decision. 

With mobility becoming an issue, the 

large house was proving increasingly hard 

to manoeuvre within and, with no suitable 

housing available within the community, 

a simple move was not an option.

The solution was to build a new house for 

the client within the well-loved gardens 

of the existing villa. Although the garden 

was situated on a steeply sloping site, 

clever design ensured that the potential 

mobility issues could be anticipated and 

catered for. The client’s strong passion 

for sustainability was another driving 

factor for the design and the result is 

a stunning yet unusual home that is

truly impactful when viewed from the 

water, yet sits discreetly within the 

streetscape. The design maximises 

the minimal footprint available to build 

on by conforming to the slope, with 

large windows optimising the views and 

light within the rooms, and Scotlarch® 

cladding covering the exterior of the 

airtight, super-insulated building. The 

Scotlarch® cladding conformed to the 

remit for sustainability, being a natural, 

locally-sourced material which defi nitely 

contributed to good internal air quality. 

A sedum roof, solar heating and a heat 

recovery system ensured the long-

term, low carbon living aspirations of 

the client, and added to the impressive 

sustainability credentials of the house. 

Our focus, however, lingers on the 

combination of widths utilised in the 

fi nish. Using three diff ering widths of 

timber to clad the multi-faceted exterior 

of the building has proved a real 

head-turner, allowing the Eco House 

to stand out from others that have 

conformed to the current trend for 

timber- clad exteriors. The Edinburgh 

Association of Architects agreed, with 

the New Eco House, Currie, meriting 

a place on the shortlist for the 2012 

Small Projects Award category.

The architects, Simpson & Brown, are 

equally delighted with the fi nished project, 

and with the fi nal appearance of the 

timber. Having used Russwood timber 

on a number of projects, including the 

high profi le Robert Burns Museum, 

we were the fi rst company they thought 

of when ‘sustainable’ and ‘timber’ 

were used in the same sentence. 

Jenny Humphreys at Simpson & Brown 

stated: “Russwood have provided us with 

high quality, Scottish timber on many 

occasions  and we trust them implicitly 

to meet our needs – however unusual 

our request!”

BELOW LEFT: SCOTLARCH® CLADDING 

ON THE ECO HOUSE ,CURRIE.

BELOW RIGHT: TRIPLE WIDTH DETAILING 

IN THE SCOTLARCH® CLADDING.

SIMPSON & BROWN

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

USING THREE DIFFERING 
WIDTHS OF TIMBER TO 
CLAD THE MULTI-FACETED 
EXTERIOR OF THE 
BUILDING HAS PROVED 
A REAL HEAD-TURNER



To be responsible for the visualisation 

of a client’s dream is an onus that 

architects readily accept, but this 

is usually with the awareness that 

they must pass on their mantle of 

responsibility in order for this dream 

to be built on earth and not just paper. 

Unusually, Bernard Planterose of 

North Woods Design is bound by no 

such restrictions. As a specialist timber 

design and build company based on 

the magnifi cent west coast of Scotland, 

projects are taken seamlessly from 

conception to birth, and often in the most 

stunning of locations. The latest vision 

to be realised is no exception; situated 

overlooking Clashnessie Bay on a sloping 

site, the design for The Grey House had 

to maximise the ocean views whilst 

respecting the associated harsh weather 

conditions. Environmentally-sound 

materials would be required to create 

a low energy, aesthetically pleasing 

dwelling for the client; a sculptor with 

a keen eye for natural materials. 

The brief resulted in a house that is 

a fi rst for North Woods Design, and 

possibly a fi rst for Scotland – a fully 

commissioned, cross-laminated, 

multi–level timber structure that sits 

perfectly in the surrounding landscape. 

The solid timber construction lends 

excellent environmental credentials to 

the build, fi xes more CO
2
 than traditional 

timber framing, and remains beautifully 

visible as an internal design feature. 

The exterior of the building is clad in 

Scotlarch®, vacuum coated in a bespoke 

colour known as ‘Northern Tundra’, 

a signature shade for North Woods 

Design. Clever use of aluminium and 

steel fi nishing details complement the 

subtle colour and highlight the panelled 

layout of the timber, creating a clean 

and contemporary appearance for this 

low energy house.

North Woods Design have utilised 

Scotlarch® on all previous projects, 

“as it meets our relatively stringent 

environmental and performance criteria”, 

but this is the fi rst time they have had 

the pleasure of using our vacuum coating 

facility. Previously the cladding was 

hand-painted in Bernard’s workshop, 

with a second coat applied on-site, 

which has proved a, “hazardous and 

frustrating business” when taking our 

unpredictable weather into account! 

C omparisons between the two methods 

indicated the costs to be almost identical 

and, with Russwood able to match 

North Wood’s trademark colour, this 

latest build was supplied with vacuum 

coated Scotlarch®. Having declared the 

fi nished product “undoubtedly superior”, 

Bernard informed us:

“The vacuum coated Scotlarch® 

supplied for the project exceeded 

our expectations both in the beautiful 

subtlety of its translucency and the 

smooth consistency of its fi nish. Added to 

its local origins, its low embodied energy 

and the long-term fi xation of carbon in 

its solid timber, it is harder to imagine a 

more environmentally sound cladding 

material at this time. Only time will tell 

in such an extreme environment, but we 

feel very confi dent that a combination 

of larch and factory applied coating 

will ensure an exceptionally long life for 

this cladding, given even a little regular 

maintenance, and we will certainly be 

using it again in the near future.”

A FULLY COMMISSIONED, 
CROSS-LAMINATED, MULTI 
–LEVEL TIMBER STRUCTURE 
THAT SITS PERFECTLY 
IN THE SURROUNDING 
LANDSCAPE

ABOVE: VACUUM COATED SCOTLARCH® 

CLADDING ON THE GREY HOUSE, 

OVERLOOKING CLASHNESSIE BAY.

BUILDING THE DREAM



When it came to choosing a fl oor for 

their new house, Lee Bissett and 

David Hood had a better overview of 

the options available to them than the 

average home owner. After running Spey 

Services Contract Cleaning Ltd for over a 

decade, they had worked in hundreds of 

properties and had fi rst-hand experience 

as to how fl oors wear; both gracefully 

and not so gracefully! Some would 

be overwhelmed by such extensive 

knowledge, but not Lee and David — 

instead it cemented their choice of fl oor.

The couple were looking for a fl oor which 

would be durable and practical, in order 

to withstand the demands placed on it 

by their rural location and the heavy use 

associated with young children, pets and 

a functioning wood burning stove. At the 

same time, they were very clear of the 

look they wanted to achieve; a lived-in 

feel exuding beauty and eff ortless charm.

“Our new home is spacious and light, with 

fantastic surrounding views. I wanted a 

dark, real wood fl oor that would add a 

solid base to the rooms. I insisted on real 

wood, as the smell, feel and texture of it 

is inimitable, and we needed something 

with character that would age with our 

family, storing our memories in the boards.”

Lee came to Russwood partly because 

of our, “reputation for having good 

wood”, and partly due to witnessing 

how beautifully our boards, installed in 

a range of properties she is responsible 

for, age. Drawn to our characterful 17th 

Century fl oorboards for their ‘pre-aged’ 

appearance, she chose the double 

smoked, ebony oiled fi nish as it matched 

her requirements perfectly. The smoking 

process adds depth to the natural tones 

of the oak and, once fi nished with ebony 

Osmo oil, brings out the richness of 

colour and provides a delicious chocolate 

hue to the fi nished board. As a unique 

fi nal touch, Lee specifi ed three diff ering 

widths for her fl oorboards, ranging 

from 140mm to  200mm. This provided 

a subtle lack of uniformity underfoot, 

which added to the character but was 

not immediately apparent to visitors.

This very specifi c blend of requirements 

has provided Davy and Lee with a fl oor 

they love, and many visitors to their home 

have remarked on how good it looks … 

so much so that they came back for the 

exact same fl oor for the new extension, 

which they added a couple of years later! 

We love it when a plan comes together.

Russwood Ltd,
Station Sawmill,
Newtonmore,
Inverness-shire, 
PH20 1AR.

T: 01540 673 648
F: 01540 673 661
E: mail@russwood.co.ukwww.russwood.co.uk

I INSISTED ON REAL 
WOOD, AS THE SMELL, 
FEEL AND TEXTURE 
OF IT IS INIMITABLE

ABOVE AND ABOVE RIGHT: 17TH CENTURY 

OAK FLOOR BOARDS, TRIPLE WIDTH, 

WITHIN PRIVATE PROPERTY SITUATED 

IN THE HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 

SOMETHING DIFFERENT




