
Profi le

DARK SKY 
OBSERVATORY
The fi rst of its kind in East Ayrshire 

A MODERN 
WAY OF LIVING
Scottish Canals’ campaign to promote 
Living on Water as a viable lifestyle 
for potential city dwellers

METICULOUS 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL
A luxurious and eco-friendly home

Issue 11



The new Scottish Dark Sky Observatory, 

located in the heart of East Ayrshire, 

can be considered unique in not 

only design, but also in location and 

purpose. This timber framed and clad 

structure is the fi rst dedicated publicly 

accessible astronomical observatory 

to be built to take full advantage of the 

dark skies of the Galloway Forest Dark 

Sky Park, and is the fi rst phase of what 

will become a centre of excellence for 

astronomy, science and the environment. 

The second phase will see the creation 

of accommodation for the observatory 

manager and also a fi eld centre for the 

Global Biosphere Partnership, and it 

is while putting this development into 

context that the truly unique nature of 

this observatory and its location comes 

into focus. 

Galloway Forest Park is the fi rst site in 

the UK to attain a coveted Dark Sky Park 

 (gold tier) status with the International 

Dark-Sky Association, and now has 

the accolade of containing the fi rst 

dedicated public observatory in a gold 

tier Dark Sky Park worldwide. The Forest 

Park is also home to Scotland’s fi rst 

UNESCO ‘new style’ Biosphere Reserve, 

recognised due to its unique combination 

of special landscapes and wildlife areas, 

rich cultural heritage and communities 

that express care regarding environment 

and culture whilst also promoting 

sustainable development. It is this focus 

on sustainability, coupled with the 

sensitive greenfi eld location – completely 

 “off -grid” to all amenities – that has led to 

the exemplary sustainable design of this 

public observatory.

Colin Anderson, of GD Lodge Architects, 

alongside the contractor Hope Homes, 

has created a stunning building that 

perfectly balances the sustainable 

remit of the location with the high tech 

demands of a 21st century observatory. 

The external timber cladding not only 

conceals state of the art telescope 

technology beneath the traditional dome 

and innovative “roll-back” roof, it also 

coats the external elevated observation 

deck linking the two viewing areas 

with an internal classroom serving the 

educational aspect of the development. 

A biomass boiler heats the facility whilst 

solar panels feed deep cycle storage 

batteries to generate electricity, and 

the advanced technology that allows 

the building to function “off -grid” is 

complemented by the sustainable fabric 

that has been utilised in the construction. 

The locally sourced timber used for the 

building frame is covered with Russwood’s 

Scotlarch∏ cladding in a variety of profi les. 

While the varying dimensions of square 

dressed boards and an open rainscreen 

profi le add architectural detail to the highly 

functional building, Russwood’s Scotlarch∏ 

GripDeck∏ ensures the external viewing 

deck can be utilised safely in all weathers.

Having approached Russwood initially 

based on a reputation of providing a 

quality product coupled with experience 

and reliability, we were very interested 

in Colin’s feedback at the end of phase 

one of the project. He states: “I have 

found working with Russwood to be an 

enjoyable and informative experience. 

They off ered an unparalleled level of 

technical expertise and advice from 

the project’s early stages and provided 

a fi rst class advisory service on site. 

We and, most importantly, the client 

are very satisfi ed with the quality of the 

fi nished building”. Here at Russwood we 

are of course delighted, and very much 

looking forward to seeing this incredible 

place develop.

ABOVE: SCOTLARCH∏ CLADDING USED FOR THE 
SCOTTISH DARK SKY OBSERVATORY, AYRSHIRE.

DARK SKY OBSERVATORY

A STUNNING BUILDING 
THAT PERFECTLY BALANCES 
THE SUSTAINABLE REMIT 
OF THE LOCATION 



Scottish Canals’ campaign to promote 

Living on Water as a viable lifestyle 

for potential city dwellers has seen 

the renovation of canal barge Blue Hue 

as a show home, or in this instance, 

show boat, to the cause. 

To champion this nationwide initiative, 

Emma Clanfi eld was commissioned to 

create a light, airy and spacious interior 

to Blue Hue, the 58ft narrow boat moored 

 (for the time being at least!) at Leamington 

Wharf, Edinburgh. The design needed 

to highlight the standard of living available 

in such an unusual space, combining 

both desirability and practicality for an 

enviably greener, more relaxed way of life 

– whether for a short holiday or a more 

permanent residence on the water.

Given the original condition of the canal 

barge, Emma needed to devise a radical 

overhaul internally and externally, whilst 

respecting the original layout of the 

utilities. She introduced bespoke items 

of furniture to replace some of the original 

fi xtures, adding a sofa bed in the saloon 

when creating a study from one of the 

sleeping areas, to ensure the boat could 

still accommodate four people. 

The entire length of the boat was painted 

white, with mirrors helping to maximise 

light and create the impression of space. 

This illusion continues on the fl oor with 

Russwood’s engineered oak boards in 

a pre-fi nished Chateau grey, a beautiful 

light colour, with the boards placed 

horizontally along the boat adding 

to the impression of width. To ensure 

the white interior didn’t look too stark, 

a creative use of Russwood’s engineered 

17th Century brushed extra white oak 

boards has been employed, placing 

them on the walls up to gunwale height 

and coating the bulkheads that defi ne 

the diff erent areas of the narrow boat. 

This has the eff ect of adding a rustic, 

tactile element, protecting against 

wear and tear and forging a clear link 

to a traditional boat building material. 

The carefully chosen colours of the wood 

form a perfect backdrop to the hand-

printed fabrics and bright colours of the 

furnishings, whilst the engineered product 

was chosen for the extra stability it off ers 

in the uniquely challenging environment. 

Emma told us “I came to Russwood for 

a multitude of reasons; the wide range of 

product fi nishes, your quality of product 

and prompt service due to the short lead 

time of my project, and my satisfaction 

with previous projects using Russwood 

products”. Once all the moorings 

available through the Scottish Canals 

Living on Water initiative have been 

leased, the Blue Hue will become 

available as a holiday let, and will be 

free to roam the canals of Scotland – 

possibly converting a few to this unique 

way of life in the process (and ensuring 

we can claim to the have most miles 

covered by oak fl ooring in Scotland!).

A MODERN WAY OF LIVING

TOP RIGHT: CANAL BARGE BLUE HUE, 
LEAMINGTON WHARF, EDINBURGH.

LEFT AND ABOVE: ENGINEERED OAK BOARDS 
IN THE INTERIOR OF THE BLUE HUE.

THE DESIGN NEEDED TO 
HIGHLIGHT THE STANDARD 
OF LIVING AVAILABLE IN 
SUCH AN UNUSUAL SPACE



N estled in a tranquil corner of the New Forest National Park in Hampshire, 
 a deceptively secluded hideaway has been transformed by Robin Haddow’s 

outstanding design. An outdated 1960s’ bungalow which overlooked a stunning 
and expansive garden has been replaced by a striking, dual-level private residence 
which fully complements its spectacular outlook and location.

DISCREETLY 
SENSATIONAL

LEFT: HORIZONTAL SILA A/B∏ CLADDING 
PROVIDES A SUBTLE SCREEN TO THIS 
HAMPSHIRE PROPERTY.

OPPOSITE: SCOTLARCH∏ DECKING LINES THE 
TERRACE WHILST SIBERIAN LARCH IS USED 
TO FORM THE SWEEPING CURVE OF THE ROOF.
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Required to create a residence that would 

provide a generous amount of family 

living space, Robin, of Robin Haddow 

Architect, also needed to ensure that 

the environmental credentials of the 

construction and subsequent carbon 

emissions of the house would be mindful 

of the sensitive environment it was 

situated within. 

Positioned on a chiefl y south-facing 

slope, the main face of the house is 

presented as a contemporary, two-storey, 

terraced dwelling overlooking the private 

garden. Large glass windows and bi-fold 

doors are highly energy effi  cient and 

maximise solar gain, complementing the 

heat provided by an air source heat pump 

and Mechanical Ventilation Heat Recovery 

system. High levels of insulation and a 

partial sedum roof then work in tandem 

to conserve the energy provided by this 

low carbon technology. 

Natural materials have been used 

wherever possible, and often to 

spectacular eff ect. Russwood’s 

Scotlarch∏ decking lines the dual level 

terracing underfoot, and provides a 

soft refl ection of the Russwood Siberian 

Larch soffi  ting beneath the generous 

eaves that form the sweeping curve 

of the roof. This timber soffi  t detailing 

passes seamlessly through the high 

level glazing which sits recessed 

beneath the eaves and wraps around 

the main building, extending into 

the interior and blurring the division 

between house and environment.

The use of timber in bringing the 

ambience of the surrounding forest into 

the interior of this beautiful home is 

perhaps most successfully highlighted 

with Russwood’s SILA A/B∏ cladding. 

The horizontally clad wall begins at 

the living area and garden to the front 

of the house, continuing in an unbroken 

line past the glass screens that enclose 

the entrance area to the abode, before 

travelling around the rear of the building 

and merging with the larch clad fence 

that aff ords both privacy and protection 

to the garden beyond. This larch is 

used again in the gate that sits atop the 

forest lane used for access to the home, 

and to visitors arriving at this vantage 

point, the unassuming, single storey 

rear of the house presents a deceptively 

simplistic front.

Although Robin Haddow has used timber 

before, he is so pleased with the fi nal 

result that he is already using Russwood’s 

timber a second time in a new build on 

the north west coast of Scotland. He told 

us, “I initially decided to use Russwood 

based on the superior samples of larch 

they provided. However, their ability to 

provide technical assistance and excellent 

lead times endorsed my decision to use 

them again”.

A STRIKING, DUAL-LEVEL 
PRIVATE RESIDENCE WHICH 
FULLY COMPLEMENTS 
ITS SPECTACULAR OUTLOOK 
AND LOCATION





Stood on Mill Lane, a busy, tree-lined 

street in London’s West Hampstead, 

facing a row of run-down garages, 

one could have been forgiven for 

imagining the likelihood of crime 

in these undeveloped dark spaces. 

Fortunately, the creative force of 

Vabel Limited, Jeremy Spencer, had 

imaginings of a totally diff erent nature, 

which have led to the development 

of three highly desirable residences 

occupying the space where these 

garages once stood. Designed and 

built by Vabel, who take a turnkey 

approach to providing luxury, boutique 

accommodation within prime London 

areas, these two bedroom houses now 

vastly enhance and add architectural 

signifi cance to the streetscape with their 

strikingly modern, sugar cube exteriors.

Utilising sustainable building practices 

such as timber framing, green roofs 

and air source heat pumps, each dwelling 

combines a very small footprint with 

clever design to provide a luxurious and 

eco-friendly home that is deceptively 

spacious, and incorporates both a 

garden and a driveway. With the exterior 

walls of the development clad almost 

entirely in Russwood’s Plato∏WOOD 

Fraké a modifi ed, sustainably sourced 

timber, the striking, modern design 

is softened architecturally. 

This allows the buildings to blend in with 

their surroundings whilst aesthetically 

enhancing the area. 

The Fraké cladding is cleverly continued 

into the interior through the double 

storey entrance to each home, running 

the full height of the partition wall and 

fl anked by a window that reaches to the 

glass roof above. It then travels through 

to coat the ceiling of the kitchen area 

within the open plan ground fl oor, facing 

the fl oor to ceiling glass wall at the rear 

of the building that doubles as access 

to the garden beyond and allows a 

glimpse of the timber detailing enclosing 

the external area. This seamless blend 

of interior with exterior is just one of the 

cleverly designed features that give the 

impression of abundant space, continued 

fl awlessly throughout and complemented 

by luxurious and often bespoke fi xtures. 

The fi rst fl oor delightfully mirrors this 

approach, with two palatial, en-suite 

bedrooms sporting generous windows 

to allow light to fl ood into the house 

on both levels. 

With such thought put into developing 

the functional yet minimalist design 

for this stunning project, nothing was 

left to chance. Bespoke fi xtures and 

fi ttings were commissioned to ensure 

this complex management of space 

proved successful, and an equal level 

of care was invested in researching 

the perfect materials for the fabric of 

the house. Russwood was contacted 

by Jeremy as a result of his research into 

the diff ering qualities of varying species, 

in order to fi nd the perfect timber for his 

requirements. “Russwood provided me 

with incredibly helpful technical advice on 

the inherent properties of Fraké and the 

detailing required in construction using 

this timber. The speed of service matched 

their lead times, which were fantastic.”

ABOVE, BELOW AND LEFT: 
RUSSWOOD’S PLATO∏WOOD FRAKÉ CLADS 
BOTH EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR WALLS 
IN THE BOUTIQUE DEVELOPMENT, LONDON.
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A LUXURIOUS AND 
ECO-FRIENDLY HOME THAT 
IS DECEPTIVELY SPACIOUS

METICULOUS 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL



The re-design, refurbishment and 

re-build of Bents Green Special School 

under Sheffi  eld City Council’s “Building 

Schools for the Future” programme 

presented BDP with an exciting, and 

ultimately rewarding, challenge. Situated 

on the edge of a green belt, the OFSTED 

categorised “Outstanding School”, 

serving young people with a range of 

communication / interaction diffi  culties 

including autistic spectrum disorders, 

was originally housed within buildings 

spanning the 18th to 21st century 

on a site that comprised both mature 

and specimen trees alongside nature 

rich habitats. 

BDP were advised that the combination 

of these unique qualities required 

enhancement, improvement and 

development, maintaining the character 

of the site whilst replacing outdated 

accommodation with a new building that 

would allow the school to grow, yet keep 

the sense of identity and belonging forged 

by the student body. 

The solution to this complex conundrum 

has seen the creation, by VINCI 

Construction UK, of a three storey, 

timber clad structure, which provides 

a link between the existing historic 

residence and the now fully refurbished 

and renovated 1960s’ classroom block. 

Diff ering arrangements of the Scotlarch∏ 

timber cladding add subtle yet defi nitive 

interest to the appearance of the new 

school building, and give it a crisp and 

modern feel. With additional cladding 

adorning areas of the renovated buildings, 

the result is a tranquil transition between 

the contrasting materials that have been 

utilised throughout the centuries. 

BDP’s fresh design has gifted Bents 

Green with a contemporary new look 

that enhances the school’s link with 

the surrounding woodland. Allowing the 

timber to weather naturally will highlight 

the changes that nature brings with the 

passing of time, whilst the Scotlarch∏ 

timber cladding that has been continued 

into the internal reception area is 

protected from this weathering process, 

showcasing the changing eff ects 

that time and environment has on the 

building. In essence, the very building the 

students occupy provides them with an 

intrinsic educational lesson, and it is this 

depth of care taken when considering the 

re-design of this school that has ensured 

the success of the project.

Russwood was chosen to supply the 

timber after a personal recommendation 

regarding not only our quality of products, 

but also our quality of service and 

technical expertise. We can however state 

that, as delighted as we are for this level 

of compliment, that delight is eclipsed 

by knowing we have contributed in some 

small way to helping bring this incredibly 

beautiful school into being.

ABOVE AND BELOW: SCOTLARCH∏ TIMBER 
CLADDING USED FOR THE REFURBISHMENT 
OF BENTS GREEN SECONDARY SPECIAL SCHOOL.

FINDING A NATURAL BALANCE

A CONTEMPORARY NEW 
LOOK THAT ENHANCES THE 
SCHOOL’S LINK WITH THE 
SURROUNDING WOODLAND



Russwood Ltd,
Station Sawmill,
Newtonmore,
Inverness-shire, 
PH20 1AR.

T: 01540 673 648
F: 01540 673 661
E: mail@russwood.co.ukwww.russwood.co.uk

We here at Russwood are frequent 

recipients of all manner of enquiries 

relating to all manner of wood-related 

subjects, so a casual enquiry regarding 

the qualities of Accoya∏, posed to our 

Managing Director, John Russell, whilst 

he was delivering a Timber Cladding CPD 

at ZM Architecture in Glasgow, seemed 

par for the course. However, it resulted 

in Russwood providing timber for one of 

the most unusual projects we have been 

involved in to date!

Peter Richardson, from ZM Architecture, 

was in the process of completing a 

Medieval Garden Fence design, to be 

entered into a Glasgow City Council run 

competition affi  liated with the Merchant 

City Public Art Project. The initiative 

celebrates the multi-layered history

in the heart of Glasgow, and the project 

needed to represent a link to the history 

and culture within the area. Having 

created a medieval wall style design that 

conformed to this remit, the question 

remained as to the material the fence 

should be created from.

The CPD presentation highlighted the 

unique qualities of Accoya∏ as a possibility. 

The question asked was whether it would 

be possible to manufacture a specifi c 

design from this material that would 

create a maintenance free, hardwearing, 

durable fence, capable of holding aloft 

steel plates, without warping or decaying, 

in a demanding environment. The short 

answer, of course, was yes!

The long answer, after the competition 

bid was won, involved a fair bit of 

collaboration to ensure the architect’s 

needs were met. With the specifi cation 

tight, the initial step was to place 

a special order of Accoya∏ from the 

Netherlands that could be manufactured 

to the detailed design provided by 

ZM Architecture. Each pair of Accoya∏ 

boards has been designed and precision-

planed to hold aloft steel plates, or shields, 

which are adorned with city trade crests, 

bronze casts and laser cut symbols that 

represent the passing of time back to the 

inception of Nicholas Street in 1210. 

Peter from ZM Architecture stated; 

 “Russwood introduced us to Accoya∏ 

initially, and provided us with the technical 

detailing necessary for this project, 

which in turn informed our design and 

installation ideas. The properties of the 

wood made for an incredibly easy and 

effi  cient on-site installation of the fence”. 

The acetylation process that aff ords the 

wood its unrivalled durability and stability, 

essential in the west coast, inner city 

environment, also ensures the strength 

inherent within the structure of the 

wood will remain constant. This should 

take the Medieval Garden Fence far into 

the future – with the most noticeable 

passage of time remaining fi rmly within 

the depictions on the fence.

 GOING THE EXTRA (MEDIEVAL) MILE

ABOVE AND BELOW: BESPOKE ACCOYA∏ BOARDS 
USED FOR GLASGOW’S MEDIEVAL GARDEN FENCE.

THE INITIATIVE CELEBRATES 
THE MULTI-LAYERED HISTORY 
IN THE HEART OF GLASGOW




