
BEAUTIFULLY 
NATURAL
New buildings showcase  
exemplar design

CONNECTING 
PLACES
Groundbreaking project creates 
exciting new visitor attraction

HEAVENLY 
RE-IMAGININGS
Refurbishment of A-listed Edinburgh  
 Church places focus firmly on community

The Findhorn Foundation, situated  
on the Moray Coast, has long been 
synonymous with spiritual awareness 
and eco-friendly living. Duneland Ltd., 
formed from members of the Foundation, 
contracted John Gilbert Architects to 
design an innovative ecovillage, with the 
focus being on their guiding principles  
of low environmental impact in both 
construction and subsequent living,  
and a holistic approach to building and 
maintaining a sustainable community.

The solution was provided by Duneland 
at East Whins (adjacent to Findhorn 
Village). This highly energy efficient and 
community focussed development was 
design-led by members of the existing 
community, and the future residents. 
The project included green building 
practices, exceptional passive solar 
design and high levels of insulation, as 
well as utilising local, recycled and green 
building materials and existing renewable 
energy sources. All of these factors led to 
the attainment of the GIA award for both 
Sustainable Design and Wood for Good.

The architects incorporated terraced 
housing into the development, 
recognising the energy and economic 
benefits inherent in this form of building 
design. To provide clear definition of 
ownership, and also with awareness of  
the ecological, thermal and acoustical 
benefits of timber, they chose to clad  
each property in brightly coloured, 
vacuum coated Scotlarch®. This  
ensures that each house maintains  
its individuality, but is very definitely  
part of the wider community, and one  
that stands out as beautifully unique!

The architects stated: “We chose 
Russwood to provide the Scottish larch 
cladding, not only because it is locally 
sourced, but also as they could supply  
us with the required vacuum coated, 
pre-painted finish on the timber,  
in a great choice of colours. We also 
recognised their knowledge and 
experience in timber cladding as  
we have been very happy when using  
their products on previous projects”. 

FUTURE FOCUS

ABOVE: COntrAsting COLOUr PALEttEs 
EnsUrE ALL hOUsEs rEtAin indiVidUALity.

LEFt: wintEr sUn trAnsFOrms thE  
PAintEd CLAdding intO BUrnishEd COPPEr.

FAr LEFt: BOLd And Bright BLUE, OnE  
OF mAny hUEs PrEsEnt in EAst whins.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©tOm mAnLEy PhOtOgrAPhy

The Rochdale Pioneers Museum stands 
on Toad Lane as a testament to the 
beginning of the modern Co-operative 
movement in 1844. Originally a wool 
warehouse, it was established as a 
museum in 1931 and has undergone 
various alterations, including essential 
structural strengthening in the 1970s,  
to secure its future as a historic icon.

Most recently, the Co-operative  
Heritage Trust tasked architects Loop 
Systems Ltd. to refurbish and extend this 
Grade II listed building, requiring them to 
maximise the use of space and improve 
both its accessibility and performance.

Loop responded sympathetically paring 
back both the exterior and the interior  
of the building to reveal the original 
brickwork, exposing the history of both 
the warehouse and the alterations. 
Access to upper levels is now via a new, 
elliptical tower, constructed using 
structural timber instead of steel, clad 

primarily in Russwood’s oak rainscreen 
and connected by a glazed link. This 
provides both a contrast to the material 
of the original building, and manifests the 
Co-op’s commitment to sustainability. 

The architects devoted considerable 
time and energy into providing the 
perfect material to suit the client’s 
needs. Seeking a natural material that 
would soften and improve with age, 
be responsibly sourced and require little  
or no maintenance. Stephen McCusker 
 (Director of Loop Systems) sought 
expert advice: “We found Russwood
to be extremely accommodating, with 
technical support always available.  
They provided sample materials for our 
clients incredibly promptly, and also a 
vast array of photographs to illustrate 
both pre and post-weathered cladding. 
Often clients struggle to envisage how 
beautifully the wood will age naturally, 
and this service was a real boon in 
circumnavigating that problem!”

THE PIONEERING SPIRIT

THE ARCHITECTS dEvOTEd 
CONSIdERABLE TImE ANd 
ENERGY INTO PROvIdING 
THE PERFECT mATERIAL TO 
SUIT THE CLIENT’S NEEdS. 

ABOVE: OAk rAinsCrEEn CLAdding On thE 
ELLiPtiCAL ExtEnsiOn PrOVidEs A PErFECt  
FOiL tO thE OriginAL BriCk BUiLding.

BELOw: thOUghtFUL, PrECisE iLLUminAtiOn 
CrEAtEs A stUnning night ViEw.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©LOOP systEms Ltd

“ THE PROjECT INCLUdEd 
GREEN BUILdING 
PRACTICES, ExCEPTIONAL 
PASSIvE SOLAR dESIGN 
ANd HIGH LEvELS OF 
INSULATION, AS wELL 
AS UTILISING LOCAL, 
RECYCLEd ANd GREEN 
BUILdING mATERIALS  
ANd ExISTING RENEwABLE 
ENERGY SOURCES. ALL 
OF THESE FACTORS LEd 
TO THE ATTAINmENT OF 
THE GIA AwARd FOR BOTH 
SUSTAINABLE dESIGN ANd 
wOOd FOR GOOd.”

The Helix is a diverse, ambitious and 
unique community project, designed 
to transform under-used land 
between Falkirk and Grangemouth 
into a thriving urban greenspace. 
Connecting all of the 16 communities 
on its periphery via a new 27km path 
network, The Helix encompasses and 
promotes sustainability, enterprise, 
culture and arts, leisure and sport, 
accessibility and environment.

With such a visionary approach to 
improving this incredible space, the 
aims and achievements of The Helix 
have been realised over a long-term 
development plan, and the fourth and 
final zone of the 350ha greenspace is 
due for completion in 2014. A theme of 
endurance typifies The Helix ethos and 
prioritises sustainability throughout the 
project. Incorporating the creation of 
new canal waterways as well as publicly 
accessible recreational wetland, the 
theme of water is a major focus of this 
wildlife-rich peoples’ park.

Maximising public safety alongside 
sustainability led Ironside Farrar,  
the landscape architects leading The 
Helix development, to use Russwood’s 
Scotlarch® GripDeck® wherever decking, 
whether it be for lagoon-side or waterway, 
has been required. Graham Waddell, 
the lead architect, told us: “Having seen 
weathered Scotlarch® Gripdeck® at 
Glencoe Visitor Centre, we were already 
aware of the anti-slip properties of 
Russwood’s product, whilst the local 

sourcing and Scottish grown factors 
perfectly suited our environmental 
requirements. We also received excellent 
technical advice at the design stage, 
including fixing details and specifying the 
timber with a view to proposed end use”.

Keppie Design, architects involved in 
creating the Pavilion in the Helix Park, 
also utilised Scotlarch® as a cladding 
material – creating a stunning exterior 
to the home of the Plaza Café and visitor 
facilities that sit alongside the lagoon. 

“The new Helix Café was designed to 
create an extrusion out from the timber 
decking, wrapped entirely in open jointed 
cladding to form a shelter within the park. 
 The use of Russwood Scotlarch® open 
cladding gives the building depth and 
texture, and will silver down with the 
surrounding deck as it ages”. Ben Rainger, 
Keppie Design.

CONNECTING PLACES

tOP LEFt: OnCE wEAthErEd,  
thE sCOtLArCh® griPdECk® wiLL mAtCh  
thE nEighBOUring grEys.

tOP right: sCOtLArCh® griPdECk® LEAds  
UP tO thE sCOtLArCh® CLAdding On thE 
PLAzA CAFé.

ABOVE: sLiP rEsistAnt griPdECk® On thE 
wEtLAnds BOArdwALk.

LEFt: swEEPing CUrVEs OF thE LAgOOn 
LEAding tO thE PAViLiOn At dUsk.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©BEn wiLLiAms, hELix PhOtOgrAPhEr

 “THE USE OF RUSSwOOd 
SCOTLARCH® OPEN 
CLAddING GIvES THE 
BUILdING dEPTH ANd 
TExTURE, ANd wILL  
SILvER dOwN wITH THE 
SURROUNdING dECk 
AS IT AGES.”
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Montpelier Community Nursery, 
located in London’s Old Kentish town, 
was designed for Camden Community 
Nurseries by AY Architects, the founding  
members of whom are both former 
Montpelier parents. Sitting on the  
same location of the original nursery  
(a “temporary” pre-fabricated building 
that stood for 30 years), the clever  
design features of this new eco-building 
maximise its position within the 
community gardens, promoting the clear 
links with nature that this green space 
offers whilst providing the sustainable 
credentials required by the client. 

The timber construction and thoughtful 
design enabled low carbon output, 
resulting in minimal operational costs. 
Roof windows are orientated north-south  
to maximise natural light, and large 
window walls also bring daylight to 
the interior. The north-west facing 
window wall opens to the safe play area, 
creating an unbroken path to the garden 
environment that defines the heart  
of the nursery’s learning experience.  
A sedum roof tops the ebony stained, 
Siberian Larch clad walls of the  
exterior, accentuating the link to  
the surrounding woodland.

Requiring a more robust skin for 
the public face of the structure, AY 
Architects utilised Russwood’s SILA 
decking as timber cladding, which was 
then continued throughout the exterior. 
AY’s Anthony Boulanger said, “We were 
very keen to use a dark stained vertical 
boarding for the exterior of the building 
to give it a more discrete presence 
in the park setting. This treatment is 
similar in character to the trunks of 
the surrounding trees. We specified 
Russwood SILA decking due to its  
robustness when compared to more 
traditional timber cladding products, 
which was desirable due to its 
relationship to the public gardens.”

The care and consideration evident in 
the design of this child-centric space 
has been recognised by RIBA, winning 
both the Regional and National Awards 
in 2013. It went on to win the Stephen 
Lawrence Prize 2013, with the judges 
recognising that “the selection of 
materials was a key part of the success.”

Situated within an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty in Berkshire, Pangbourne 
College wanted to update its 1950s’ 
boarding houses to reflect the standard 
of care that is afforded to the 400 pupils 
in attendance.

They engaged the services of an old 
Pangbournian, Rob Mitchell and partner 
Kris Eley (Mitchell Taylor Workshop),  
for the provision of two excellent new 
buildings. Built to deliver sustainability 
through both longevity and the use of 
natural materials, the resulting new 
boarding house and ICT / music building 
have also provided a stunning new 
façade to the impressive college. 

Both buildings utilise contrasting 
materials to stunning visual effect.  
The new accommodation block couples 
traditional brickwork with an incredibly 
diverse array of timber cladding, utilising 
Russwood’s SILA A/B® in its natural, 
uncoated state to respond to the 
woodland beyond. 

The ICT / music centre, in a nod to its 
more modern function, defines the 
music recital area in a striking silver 
metal mesh. This stands tall next to  
the rest of the Communications Centre, 
differentiated by swathes of timber 
placed in a generous, horizontal, 
overlapping arrangement. Like the 
boarding house, the SILA A/B® cladding 
has been left untreated to naturally 
weather to a silvery grey, in this  
instance to mimic the patination  
of the neighbouring aluminium.

“Our experience of working with 
Russwood has always been positive,  
and the consistently high grade of 
sustainable Siberian Larch (SILA) 
supplied means that we can specify with 
surety. In addition to this, the natural 
durability properties of SILA A/B® 
ensured that we have confidence in its 
longevity, and the fact that we could  
leave it untreated to patinate was very 
appealing and suited the demands of  
this project. This product undoubtedly 
helped us to deliver an excellent building.”  
Kris Eley, Mitchell Taylor Workshop.

The reconfiguration of the building 
has taken place during two phases of 
refurbishment under a Church appointed 
project team that includes Thomson 
Bethune (project co-ordinators),  
Page\Park (architects) and Robertson 
 (construction). This has provided 
the church with a greater degree of 
access, flexibility in use for all areas, 
both meeting and worship halls, and 
a new café, including a conservatory 
style seating area overlooking the 
serene and beautiful rear gardens.

Despite the historic exterior, a more 
modern appearance has been bestowed 
upon the interior. To complement 
the introduction of coated steel and 
glass details that now intersperse the 
spacious, light and airy rooms, the 
architects placed a wide, engineered, 
pre-finished oak floor from Russwood 
throughout the church. The Chateau 
White Prime oak floorboards give a 
clean finish that underpins the deceptive 
simplicity of the Georgian style interior. 
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The City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, situated in Nicolson Square, 
 has roots in the past and eyes firmly focussed on the future. Determined to 

create a welcoming, inclusive space that benefits the community, the A-listed building, 
built in 1816,  has recently undergone a massive £2.5 million redevelopment under 
the banner of “Investing in Faith”.
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Finishing touches such as shadow gaps  
at ceiling and floor, boards placed at  
a horizontal angle butting up against the 
neighbouring slate of the conservatory 
and the use of slightly narrower boards 
overhead on the conservatory ceiling 
are testament to the fine design and 
detailing inherent throughout the project.

Andrew Taylor, architect for Page\Park, 
commented: “We found Russwood’s 
technical knowledge and willingness  
to provide advice on detailing and fixing, 
product suitability and specification 
to be a huge help in this project. Our 
clients were keen on using a Scottish 
supplier, and found the flooring samples 
to be a real asset when it came to 
choosing their perfect floor. They are 
delighted with how it looks now.”
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members of whom are both former 
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offers whilst providing the sustainable 
credentials required by the client. 
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to maximise natural light, and large 
window walls also bring daylight to 
the interior. The north-west facing 
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creating an unbroken path to the garden 
environment that defines the heart  
of the nursery’s learning experience.  
A sedum roof tops the ebony stained, 
Siberian Larch clad walls of the  
exterior, accentuating the link to  
the surrounding woodland.

Requiring a more robust skin for 
the public face of the structure, AY 
Architects utilised Russwood’s SILA 
decking as timber cladding, which was 
then continued throughout the exterior. 
AY’s Anthony Boulanger said, “We were 
very keen to use a dark stained vertical 
boarding for the exterior of the building 
to give it a more discrete presence 
in the park setting. This treatment is 
similar in character to the trunks of 
the surrounding trees. We specified 
Russwood SILA decking due to its  
robustness when compared to more 
traditional timber cladding products, 
which was desirable due to its 
relationship to the public gardens.”

The care and consideration evident in 
the design of this child-centric space 
has been recognised by RIBA, winning 
both the Regional and National Awards 
in 2013. It went on to win the Stephen 
Lawrence Prize 2013, with the judges 
recognising that “the selection of 
materials was a key part of the success.”

Situated within an Area of Outstanding 
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boarding houses to reflect the standard 
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Pangbournian, Rob Mitchell and partner 
Kris Eley (Mitchell Taylor Workshop),  
for the provision of two excellent new 
buildings. Built to deliver sustainability 
through both longevity and the use of 
natural materials, the resulting new 
boarding house and ICT / music building 
have also provided a stunning new 
façade to the impressive college. 

Both buildings utilise contrasting 
materials to stunning visual effect.  
The new accommodation block couples 
traditional brickwork with an incredibly 
diverse array of timber cladding, utilising 
Russwood’s SILA A/B® in its natural, 
uncoated state to respond to the 
woodland beyond. 

The ICT / music centre, in a nod to its 
more modern function, defines the 
music recital area in a striking silver 
metal mesh. This stands tall next to  
the rest of the Communications Centre, 
differentiated by swathes of timber 
placed in a generous, horizontal, 
overlapping arrangement. Like the 
boarding house, the SILA A/B® cladding 
has been left untreated to naturally 
weather to a silvery grey, in this  
instance to mimic the patination  
of the neighbouring aluminium.

“Our experience of working with 
Russwood has always been positive,  
and the consistently high grade of 
sustainable Siberian Larch (SILA) 
supplied means that we can specify with 
surety. In addition to this, the natural 
durability properties of SILA A/B® 
ensured that we have confidence in its 
longevity, and the fact that we could  
leave it untreated to patinate was very 
appealing and suited the demands of  
this project. This product undoubtedly 
helped us to deliver an excellent building.”  
Kris Eley, Mitchell Taylor Workshop.

The reconfiguration of the building 
has taken place during two phases of 
refurbishment under a Church appointed 
project team that includes Thomson 
Bethune (project co-ordinators),  
Page\Park (architects) and Robertson 
 (construction). This has provided 
the church with a greater degree of 
access, flexibility in use for all areas, 
both meeting and worship halls, and 
a new café, including a conservatory 
style seating area overlooking the 
serene and beautiful rear gardens.

Despite the historic exterior, a more 
modern appearance has been bestowed 
upon the interior. To complement 
the introduction of coated steel and 
glass details that now intersperse the 
spacious, light and airy rooms, the 
architects placed a wide, engineered, 
pre-finished oak floor from Russwood 
throughout the church. The Chateau 
White Prime oak floorboards give a 
clean finish that underpins the deceptive 
simplicity of the Georgian style interior. 

HEAvENLY 
RE-ImAGININGS

tOP: COntrAsting ArrAngEmEnts OF  
siLA A/B® CLAdding On thE BOArding hOUsE.

ABOVE: BOArding hOUsE dEtAiL.

LEFt: CLEVEr UsE OF siLA A/B® BOArds  
On thE COmmUniCAtiOns CEntrE.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©PEtEr COOk

The City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, situated in Nicolson Square, 
 has roots in the past and eyes firmly focussed on the future. Determined to 

create a welcoming, inclusive space that benefits the community, the A-listed building, 
built in 1816,  has recently undergone a massive £2.5 million redevelopment under 
the banner of “Investing in Faith”.

INNER-CITY SANCTUm

 “THE SELECTION OF 
mATERIALS wAS A kEY  
PART OF THE SUCCESS.”

tOP: shUttErs PrOVidE COntrAst whEn OPEn.

LEFt: thE dEtAiL OF thE siLA PrOFiLE Links 
BEAUtiFULLy tO thE sUrrOUnding trEEs.

ABOVE: thE wArm And wELCOming intEriOr  
is EnhAnCEd By thE EBOny stAinEd ExtEriOr.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©niCk kAnE

THE CHATEAU wHITE PRImE 
OAk FLOORBOARdS GIvE  
A CLEAN FINISH THAT 
UNdERPINS THE dECEPTIvE 
SImPLICITY OF THE GEORGIAN 
STYLE INTERIOR. 

ABOVE LEFt: ExqUisitE gLAss And  
mEtAL dEtAiLing On thE OAk stAirs.

ABOVE right: A gLimPsE thrOUgh  
tO thE trAnqUiL rEAr gArdEn.

LEFt: thE nArrOwEr OAk BOArd 
On thE COnsErVAtOry CEiLing.

BEAUTIFULLY NATURAL

RIBA AwARd SUBmISSION 
2013 ANd EdUCATION 
ARCHITECT OF THE YEAR 
AwARd 2013 FINALIST

Finishing touches such as shadow gaps  
at ceiling and floor, boards placed at  
a horizontal angle butting up against the 
neighbouring slate of the conservatory 
and the use of slightly narrower boards 
overhead on the conservatory ceiling 
are testament to the fine design and 
detailing inherent throughout the project.

Andrew Taylor, architect for Page\Park, 
commented: “We found Russwood’s 
technical knowledge and willingness  
to provide advice on detailing and fixing, 
product suitability and specification 
to be a huge help in this project. Our 
clients were keen on using a Scottish 
supplier, and found the flooring samples 
to be a real asset when it came to 
choosing their perfect floor. They are 
delighted with how it looks now.”

PALE, widE rUsswOOd OAk BOArds  
in thE mAin wOrshiP hALL.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©AngUs BrEmnEr PhOtOgrAPhy



Montpelier Community Nursery, 
located in London’s Old Kentish town, 
was designed for Camden Community 
Nurseries by AY Architects, the founding  
members of whom are both former 
Montpelier parents. Sitting on the  
same location of the original nursery  
(a “temporary” pre-fabricated building 
that stood for 30 years), the clever  
design features of this new eco-building 
maximise its position within the 
community gardens, promoting the clear 
links with nature that this green space 
offers whilst providing the sustainable 
credentials required by the client. 

The timber construction and thoughtful 
design enabled low carbon output, 
resulting in minimal operational costs. 
Roof windows are orientated north-south  
to maximise natural light, and large 
window walls also bring daylight to 
the interior. The north-west facing 
window wall opens to the safe play area, 
creating an unbroken path to the garden 
environment that defines the heart  
of the nursery’s learning experience.  
A sedum roof tops the ebony stained, 
Siberian Larch clad walls of the  
exterior, accentuating the link to  
the surrounding woodland.

Requiring a more robust skin for 
the public face of the structure, AY 
Architects utilised Russwood’s SILA 
decking as timber cladding, which was 
then continued throughout the exterior. 
AY’s Anthony Boulanger said, “We were 
very keen to use a dark stained vertical 
boarding for the exterior of the building 
to give it a more discrete presence 
in the park setting. This treatment is 
similar in character to the trunks of 
the surrounding trees. We specified 
Russwood SILA decking due to its  
robustness when compared to more 
traditional timber cladding products, 
which was desirable due to its 
relationship to the public gardens.”

The care and consideration evident in 
the design of this child-centric space 
has been recognised by RIBA, winning 
both the Regional and National Awards 
in 2013. It went on to win the Stephen 
Lawrence Prize 2013, with the judges 
recognising that “the selection of 
materials was a key part of the success.”

Situated within an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty in Berkshire, Pangbourne 
College wanted to update its 1950s’ 
boarding houses to reflect the standard 
of care that is afforded to the 400 pupils 
in attendance.

They engaged the services of an old 
Pangbournian, Rob Mitchell and partner 
Kris Eley (Mitchell Taylor Workshop),  
for the provision of two excellent new 
buildings. Built to deliver sustainability 
through both longevity and the use of 
natural materials, the resulting new 
boarding house and ICT / music building 
have also provided a stunning new 
façade to the impressive college. 

Both buildings utilise contrasting 
materials to stunning visual effect.  
The new accommodation block couples 
traditional brickwork with an incredibly 
diverse array of timber cladding, utilising 
Russwood’s SILA A/B® in its natural, 
uncoated state to respond to the 
woodland beyond. 

The ICT / music centre, in a nod to its 
more modern function, defines the 
music recital area in a striking silver 
metal mesh. This stands tall next to  
the rest of the Communications Centre, 
differentiated by swathes of timber 
placed in a generous, horizontal, 
overlapping arrangement. Like the 
boarding house, the SILA A/B® cladding 
has been left untreated to naturally 
weather to a silvery grey, in this  
instance to mimic the patination  
of the neighbouring aluminium.

“Our experience of working with 
Russwood has always been positive,  
and the consistently high grade of 
sustainable Siberian Larch (SILA) 
supplied means that we can specify with 
surety. In addition to this, the natural 
durability properties of SILA A/B® 
ensured that we have confidence in its 
longevity, and the fact that we could  
leave it untreated to patinate was very 
appealing and suited the demands of  
this project. This product undoubtedly 
helped us to deliver an excellent building.”  
Kris Eley, Mitchell Taylor Workshop.

The reconfiguration of the building 
has taken place during two phases of 
refurbishment under a Church appointed 
project team that includes Thomson 
Bethune (project co-ordinators),  
Page\Park (architects) and Robertson 
 (construction). This has provided 
the church with a greater degree of 
access, flexibility in use for all areas, 
both meeting and worship halls, and 
a new café, including a conservatory 
style seating area overlooking the 
serene and beautiful rear gardens.

Despite the historic exterior, a more 
modern appearance has been bestowed 
upon the interior. To complement 
the introduction of coated steel and 
glass details that now intersperse the 
spacious, light and airy rooms, the 
architects placed a wide, engineered, 
pre-finished oak floor from Russwood 
throughout the church. The Chateau 
White Prime oak floorboards give a 
clean finish that underpins the deceptive 
simplicity of the Georgian style interior. 

HEAvENLY 
RE-ImAGININGS

tOP: COntrAsting ArrAngEmEnts OF  
siLA A/B® CLAdding On thE BOArding hOUsE.

ABOVE: BOArding hOUsE dEtAiL.

LEFt: CLEVEr UsE OF siLA A/B® BOArds  
On thE COmmUniCAtiOns CEntrE.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©PEtEr COOk

The City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, situated in Nicolson Square, 
 has roots in the past and eyes firmly focussed on the future. Determined to 

create a welcoming, inclusive space that benefits the community, the A-listed building, 
built in 1816,  has recently undergone a massive £2.5 million redevelopment under 
the banner of “Investing in Faith”.

INNER-CITY SANCTUm

 “THE SELECTION OF 
mATERIALS wAS A kEY  
PART OF THE SUCCESS.”

tOP: shUttErs PrOVidE COntrAst whEn OPEn.

LEFt: thE dEtAiL OF thE siLA PrOFiLE Links 
BEAUtiFULLy tO thE sUrrOUnding trEEs.

ABOVE: thE wArm And wELCOming intEriOr  
is EnhAnCEd By thE EBOny stAinEd ExtEriOr.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©niCk kAnE

THE CHATEAU wHITE PRImE 
OAk FLOORBOARdS GIvE  
A CLEAN FINISH THAT 
UNdERPINS THE dECEPTIvE 
SImPLICITY OF THE GEORGIAN 
STYLE INTERIOR. 

ABOVE LEFt: ExqUisitE gLAss And  
mEtAL dEtAiLing On thE OAk stAirs.

ABOVE right: A gLimPsE thrOUgh  
tO thE trAnqUiL rEAr gArdEn.

LEFt: thE nArrOwEr OAk BOArd 
On thE COnsErVAtOry CEiLing.

BEAUTIFULLY NATURAL

RIBA AwARd SUBmISSION 
2013 ANd EdUCATION 
ARCHITECT OF THE YEAR 
AwARd 2013 FINALIST

Finishing touches such as shadow gaps  
at ceiling and floor, boards placed at  
a horizontal angle butting up against the 
neighbouring slate of the conservatory 
and the use of slightly narrower boards 
overhead on the conservatory ceiling 
are testament to the fine design and 
detailing inherent throughout the project.

Andrew Taylor, architect for Page\Park, 
commented: “We found Russwood’s 
technical knowledge and willingness  
to provide advice on detailing and fixing, 
product suitability and specification 
to be a huge help in this project. Our 
clients were keen on using a Scottish 
supplier, and found the flooring samples 
to be a real asset when it came to 
choosing their perfect floor. They are 
delighted with how it looks now.”

PALE, widE rUsswOOd OAk BOArds  
in thE mAin wOrshiP hALL.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©AngUs BrEmnEr PhOtOgrAPhy



Montpelier Community Nursery, 
located in London’s Old Kentish town, 
was designed for Camden Community 
Nurseries by AY Architects, the founding  
members of whom are both former 
Montpelier parents. Sitting on the  
same location of the original nursery  
(a “temporary” pre-fabricated building 
that stood for 30 years), the clever  
design features of this new eco-building 
maximise its position within the 
community gardens, promoting the clear 
links with nature that this green space 
offers whilst providing the sustainable 
credentials required by the client. 

The timber construction and thoughtful 
design enabled low carbon output, 
resulting in minimal operational costs. 
Roof windows are orientated north-south  
to maximise natural light, and large 
window walls also bring daylight to 
the interior. The north-west facing 
window wall opens to the safe play area, 
creating an unbroken path to the garden 
environment that defines the heart  
of the nursery’s learning experience.  
A sedum roof tops the ebony stained, 
Siberian Larch clad walls of the  
exterior, accentuating the link to  
the surrounding woodland.

Requiring a more robust skin for 
the public face of the structure, AY 
Architects utilised Russwood’s SILA 
decking as timber cladding, which was 
then continued throughout the exterior. 
AY’s Anthony Boulanger said, “We were 
very keen to use a dark stained vertical 
boarding for the exterior of the building 
to give it a more discrete presence 
in the park setting. This treatment is 
similar in character to the trunks of 
the surrounding trees. We specified 
Russwood SILA decking due to its  
robustness when compared to more 
traditional timber cladding products, 
which was desirable due to its 
relationship to the public gardens.”

The care and consideration evident in 
the design of this child-centric space 
has been recognised by RIBA, winning 
both the Regional and National Awards 
in 2013. It went on to win the Stephen 
Lawrence Prize 2013, with the judges 
recognising that “the selection of 
materials was a key part of the success.”

Situated within an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty in Berkshire, Pangbourne 
College wanted to update its 1950s’ 
boarding houses to reflect the standard 
of care that is afforded to the 400 pupils 
in attendance.

They engaged the services of an old 
Pangbournian, Rob Mitchell and partner 
Kris Eley (Mitchell Taylor Workshop),  
for the provision of two excellent new 
buildings. Built to deliver sustainability 
through both longevity and the use of 
natural materials, the resulting new 
boarding house and ICT / music building 
have also provided a stunning new 
façade to the impressive college. 

Both buildings utilise contrasting 
materials to stunning visual effect.  
The new accommodation block couples 
traditional brickwork with an incredibly 
diverse array of timber cladding, utilising 
Russwood’s SILA A/B® in its natural, 
uncoated state to respond to the 
woodland beyond. 

The ICT / music centre, in a nod to its 
more modern function, defines the 
music recital area in a striking silver 
metal mesh. This stands tall next to  
the rest of the Communications Centre, 
differentiated by swathes of timber 
placed in a generous, horizontal, 
overlapping arrangement. Like the 
boarding house, the SILA A/B® cladding 
has been left untreated to naturally 
weather to a silvery grey, in this  
instance to mimic the patination  
of the neighbouring aluminium.

“Our experience of working with 
Russwood has always been positive,  
and the consistently high grade of 
sustainable Siberian Larch (SILA) 
supplied means that we can specify with 
surety. In addition to this, the natural 
durability properties of SILA A/B® 
ensured that we have confidence in its 
longevity, and the fact that we could  
leave it untreated to patinate was very 
appealing and suited the demands of  
this project. This product undoubtedly 
helped us to deliver an excellent building.”  
Kris Eley, Mitchell Taylor Workshop.

The reconfiguration of the building 
has taken place during two phases of 
refurbishment under a Church appointed 
project team that includes Thomson 
Bethune (project co-ordinators),  
Page\Park (architects) and Robertson 
 (construction). This has provided 
the church with a greater degree of 
access, flexibility in use for all areas, 
both meeting and worship halls, and 
a new café, including a conservatory 
style seating area overlooking the 
serene and beautiful rear gardens.

Despite the historic exterior, a more 
modern appearance has been bestowed 
upon the interior. To complement 
the introduction of coated steel and 
glass details that now intersperse the 
spacious, light and airy rooms, the 
architects placed a wide, engineered, 
pre-finished oak floor from Russwood 
throughout the church. The Chateau 
White Prime oak floorboards give a 
clean finish that underpins the deceptive 
simplicity of the Georgian style interior. 

HEAvENLY 
RE-ImAGININGS

tOP: COntrAsting ArrAngEmEnts OF  
siLA A/B® CLAdding On thE BOArding hOUsE.

ABOVE: BOArding hOUsE dEtAiL.

LEFt: CLEVEr UsE OF siLA A/B® BOArds  
On thE COmmUniCAtiOns CEntrE.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©PEtEr COOk

The City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, situated in Nicolson Square, 
 has roots in the past and eyes firmly focussed on the future. Determined to 

create a welcoming, inclusive space that benefits the community, the A-listed building, 
built in 1816,  has recently undergone a massive £2.5 million redevelopment under 
the banner of “Investing in Faith”.

INNER-CITY SANCTUm

 “THE SELECTION OF 
mATERIALS wAS A kEY  
PART OF THE SUCCESS.”

tOP: shUttErs PrOVidE COntrAst whEn OPEn.

LEFt: thE dEtAiL OF thE siLA PrOFiLE Links 
BEAUtiFULLy tO thE sUrrOUnding trEEs.

ABOVE: thE wArm And wELCOming intEriOr  
is EnhAnCEd By thE EBOny stAinEd ExtEriOr.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©niCk kAnE

THE CHATEAU wHITE PRImE 
OAk FLOORBOARdS GIvE  
A CLEAN FINISH THAT 
UNdERPINS THE dECEPTIvE 
SImPLICITY OF THE GEORGIAN 
STYLE INTERIOR. 

ABOVE LEFt: ExqUisitE gLAss And  
mEtAL dEtAiLing On thE OAk stAirs.

ABOVE right: A gLimPsE thrOUgh  
tO thE trAnqUiL rEAr gArdEn.

LEFt: thE nArrOwEr OAk BOArd 
On thE COnsErVAtOry CEiLing.

BEAUTIFULLY NATURAL

RIBA AwARd SUBmISSION 
2013 ANd EdUCATION 
ARCHITECT OF THE YEAR 
AwARd 2013 FINALIST

Finishing touches such as shadow gaps  
at ceiling and floor, boards placed at  
a horizontal angle butting up against the 
neighbouring slate of the conservatory 
and the use of slightly narrower boards 
overhead on the conservatory ceiling 
are testament to the fine design and 
detailing inherent throughout the project.

Andrew Taylor, architect for Page\Park, 
commented: “We found Russwood’s 
technical knowledge and willingness  
to provide advice on detailing and fixing, 
product suitability and specification 
to be a huge help in this project. Our 
clients were keen on using a Scottish 
supplier, and found the flooring samples 
to be a real asset when it came to 
choosing their perfect floor. They are 
delighted with how it looks now.”

PALE, widE rUsswOOd OAk BOArds  
in thE mAin wOrshiP hALL.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©AngUs BrEmnEr PhOtOgrAPhy



BEAUTIFULLY 
NATURAL
New buildings showcase  
exemplar design

CONNECTING 
PLACES
Groundbreaking project creates 
exciting new visitor attraction

HEAVENLY 
RE-IMAGININGS
Refurbishment of A-listed Edinburgh  
 Church places focus firmly on community

The Findhorn Foundation, situated  
on the Moray Coast, has long been 
synonymous with spiritual awareness 
and eco-friendly living. Duneland Ltd., 
formed from members of the Foundation, 
contracted John Gilbert Architects to 
design an innovative ecovillage, with the 
focus being on their guiding principles  
of low environmental impact in both 
construction and subsequent living,  
and a holistic approach to building and 
maintaining a sustainable community.

The solution was provided by Duneland 
at East Whins (adjacent to Findhorn 
Village). This highly energy efficient and 
community focussed development was 
design-led by members of the existing 
community, and the future residents. 
The project included green building 
practices, exceptional passive solar 
design and high levels of insulation, as 
well as utilising local, recycled and green 
building materials and existing renewable 
energy sources. All of these factors led to 
the attainment of the GIA award for both 
Sustainable Design and Wood for Good.

The architects incorporated terraced 
housing into the development, 
recognising the energy and economic 
benefits inherent in this form of building 
design. To provide clear definition of 
ownership, and also with awareness of  
the ecological, thermal and acoustical 
benefits of timber, they chose to clad  
each property in brightly coloured, 
vacuum coated Scotlarch®. This  
ensures that each house maintains  
its individuality, but is very definitely  
part of the wider community, and one  
that stands out as beautifully unique!

The architects stated: “We chose 
Russwood to provide the Scottish larch 
cladding, not only because it is locally 
sourced, but also as they could supply  
us with the required vacuum coated, 
pre-painted finish on the timber,  
in a great choice of colours. We also 
recognised their knowledge and 
experience in timber cladding as  
we have been very happy when using  
their products on previous projects”. 

FUTURE FOCUS

ABOVE: COntrAsting COLOUr PALEttEs 
EnsUrE ALL hOUsEs rEtAin indiVidUALity.

LEFt: wintEr sUn trAnsFOrms thE  
PAintEd CLAdding intO BUrnishEd COPPEr.

FAr LEFt: BOLd And Bright BLUE, OnE  
OF mAny hUEs PrEsEnt in EAst whins.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©tOm mAnLEy PhOtOgrAPhy

The Rochdale Pioneers Museum stands 
on Toad Lane as a testament to the 
beginning of the modern Co-operative 
movement in 1844. Originally a wool 
warehouse, it was established as a 
museum in 1931 and has undergone 
various alterations, including essential 
structural strengthening in the 1970s,  
to secure its future as a historic icon.

Most recently, the Co-operative  
Heritage Trust tasked architects Loop 
Systems Ltd. to refurbish and extend this 
Grade II listed building, requiring them to 
maximise the use of space and improve 
both its accessibility and performance.

Loop responded sympathetically paring 
back both the exterior and the interior  
of the building to reveal the original 
brickwork, exposing the history of both 
the warehouse and the alterations. 
Access to upper levels is now via a new, 
elliptical tower, constructed using 
structural timber instead of steel, clad 

primarily in Russwood’s oak rainscreen 
and connected by a glazed link. This 
provides both a contrast to the material 
of the original building, and manifests the 
Co-op’s commitment to sustainability. 

The architects devoted considerable 
time and energy into providing the 
perfect material to suit the client’s 
needs. Seeking a natural material that 
would soften and improve with age, 
be responsibly sourced and require little  
or no maintenance. Stephen McCusker 
 (Director of Loop Systems) sought 
expert advice: “We found Russwood
to be extremely accommodating, with 
technical support always available.  
They provided sample materials for our 
clients incredibly promptly, and also a 
vast array of photographs to illustrate 
both pre and post-weathered cladding. 
Often clients struggle to envisage how 
beautifully the wood will age naturally, 
and this service was a real boon in 
circumnavigating that problem!”

THE PIONEERING SPIRIT

THE ARCHITECTS dEvOTEd 
CONSIdERABLE TImE ANd 
ENERGY INTO PROvIdING 
THE PERFECT mATERIAL TO 
SUIT THE CLIENT’S NEEdS. 

ABOVE: OAk rAinsCrEEn CLAdding On thE 
ELLiPtiCAL ExtEnsiOn PrOVidEs A PErFECt  
FOiL tO thE OriginAL BriCk BUiLding.

BELOw: thOUghtFUL, PrECisE iLLUminAtiOn 
CrEAtEs A stUnning night ViEw.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©LOOP systEms Ltd

“ THE PROjECT INCLUdEd 
GREEN BUILdING 
PRACTICES, ExCEPTIONAL 
PASSIvE SOLAR dESIGN 
ANd HIGH LEvELS OF 
INSULATION, AS wELL 
AS UTILISING LOCAL, 
RECYCLEd ANd GREEN 
BUILdING mATERIALS  
ANd ExISTING RENEwABLE 
ENERGY SOURCES. ALL 
OF THESE FACTORS LEd 
TO THE ATTAINmENT OF 
THE GIA AwARd FOR BOTH 
SUSTAINABLE dESIGN ANd 
wOOd FOR GOOd.”

The Helix is a diverse, ambitious and 
unique community project, designed 
to transform under-used land 
between Falkirk and Grangemouth 
into a thriving urban greenspace. 
Connecting all of the 16 communities 
on its periphery via a new 27km path 
network, The Helix encompasses and 
promotes sustainability, enterprise, 
culture and arts, leisure and sport, 
accessibility and environment.

With such a visionary approach to 
improving this incredible space, the 
aims and achievements of The Helix 
have been realised over a long-term 
development plan, and the fourth and 
final zone of the 350ha greenspace is 
due for completion in 2014. A theme of 
endurance typifies The Helix ethos and 
prioritises sustainability throughout the 
project. Incorporating the creation of 
new canal waterways as well as publicly 
accessible recreational wetland, the 
theme of water is a major focus of this 
wildlife-rich peoples’ park.

Maximising public safety alongside 
sustainability led Ironside Farrar,  
the landscape architects leading The 
Helix development, to use Russwood’s 
Scotlarch® GripDeck® wherever decking, 
whether it be for lagoon-side or waterway, 
has been required. Graham Waddell, 
the lead architect, told us: “Having seen 
weathered Scotlarch® Gripdeck® at 
Glencoe Visitor Centre, we were already 
aware of the anti-slip properties of 
Russwood’s product, whilst the local 

sourcing and Scottish grown factors 
perfectly suited our environmental 
requirements. We also received excellent 
technical advice at the design stage, 
including fixing details and specifying the 
timber with a view to proposed end use”.

Keppie Design, architects involved in 
creating the Pavilion in the Helix Park, 
also utilised Scotlarch® as a cladding 
material – creating a stunning exterior 
to the home of the Plaza Café and visitor 
facilities that sit alongside the lagoon. 

“The new Helix Café was designed to 
create an extrusion out from the timber 
decking, wrapped entirely in open jointed 
cladding to form a shelter within the park. 
 The use of Russwood Scotlarch® open 
cladding gives the building depth and 
texture, and will silver down with the 
surrounding deck as it ages”. Ben Rainger, 
Keppie Design.

CONNECTING PLACES

tOP LEFt: OnCE wEAthErEd,  
thE sCOtLArCh® griPdECk® wiLL mAtCh  
thE nEighBOUring grEys.

tOP right: sCOtLArCh® griPdECk® LEAds  
UP tO thE sCOtLArCh® CLAdding On thE 
PLAzA CAFé.

ABOVE: sLiP rEsistAnt griPdECk® On thE 
wEtLAnds BOArdwALk.

LEFt: swEEPing CUrVEs OF thE LAgOOn 
LEAding tO thE PAViLiOn At dUsk.

PhOtOgrAPhy: ©BEn wiLLiAms, hELix PhOtOgrAPhEr

 “THE USE OF RUSSwOOd 
SCOTLARCH® OPEN 
CLAddING GIvES THE 
BUILdING dEPTH ANd 
TExTURE, ANd wILL  
SILvER dOwN wITH THE 
SURROUNdING dECk 
AS IT AGES.”
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