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Russwood’s Architect 
Select grade of Western 
Red Cedar has found 
a superb showcase at 
Portavadie Marina on 
the Cowal Peninsula on 
Scotland’s west coast. 
The stunning waterside 
complex was designed 
by Stewart Associates of 
Largs. It includes courtyard 
apartments, a restaurant and 
a spectacular glass viewing 
tower which is lit up with 
coloured lights at night. 
Further projects, which are at 
various stages of design and 
development, are a visitor 
hostel, staff accommodation, 

an indoor/outdoor pool, 
cafe and additional letting 
accommodation.

The Western Red Cedar 
cladding boards in Russwood’s 
profile RW006 were chosen 
for the exterior of the 
marina buildings (see cover 
image) continuing the clean 
contemporary design evident 
throughout the interior. 
Russwood’s Architect-Select 
grade of Western Red Cedar 
is virtually knot-free and has 
a richly-textured, tactile grain. 
This, coupled with its natural 
warmth and mellow tones, 
provides the perfect foil for 
the sharp lines evident in the 
building’s design. 

A Very Select Establishment
Moving into the interior, 
Russwood’s “Prime” grade of 
board was chosen for a clean 
and contemporary style of 
floor. It has been possible to 
use a very wide board because 
of the extremely stable 
construction of the engineered 
flooring that was selected. 

Each piece of Russwood’s 
Multiplank engineered 
flooring is topped with a 
single 5mm thick piece of 
oak, available in 175, 190 or 
225mm widths (not made 
up of three narrow strips 
as is usually the case with 
other types of flooring). One 
significant advantage of 

our Multiplank over other 
engineered floors is the fact 
that it can be pre-finished 
with Osmo Hardwax oil and a 
top layer of Osmo sealant, in 
a range of styles that mirrors 
our solid Oak range. Osmo is 
recognized in architectural 
and professional floor-laying 
circles as a very high quality, 
long-lasting product with high 
environmental standards.

Finished to such high 
standards, Russwood’s Prime 
Multiplank Oak flooring will 
be able to cope with salty sea 
dogs traipsing into the marina 
apartment for a sundowner or 
two when the sun is over the 
yard-arm. 

What better advert 
for Russwood’s timber 
cladding could we ask 
for than the fact that 
The Woodland Trust 
chose our Scotlarch® 
for their HQ building 
at Grantham in 
Lincolnshire?
The organisation, by its 
very nature, has scrupulous 
environmental credentials. 
Its stated aims are: “no 
further loss of ancient 
woodland, the restoration 
and improvement of 
woodland biodiversity, 
the creation of new native 
woodland and an increase 
in people’s understanding 
and enjoyment of woods.”

All Russwood’s timber is 
FSC or PEFC approved, so 
The Woodland Trust felt 
confident in its selection of 
a sustainable material. 

As a charitable body, The 
Woodland Trust also has to 
be answerable to its funders 
for the way it spends money. 

Held in Trust
For this reason, Scotlarch® 
is a winner not only in 
environmental terms, 
but also in cost benefits, 
careful of both financial and 
environmental resources. 

The Scotlarch® was supplied 
square-dressed in a number 
of different dimensions; 
the boards were variously 
143 x 22mm, 140 x 44mm 
and 143 x 34mm, totalling 
approximately 12,000 linear 
metres. 

Julian Purvis, Director 
of Corporate Resources 
at The Woodland Trust 
and the man responsible 
for the project said “The 
larch cladding is a subtle 
yet dominant feature 
that can be seen from 
various vantage points 
around Grantham. The 
variable lengths and 
widths are elegant and 
natural. Upon closer 
inspection you discover 
they envelop a woodland 
garden embedded in more 

 

New faces for a New Year

2011 promises exciting 
developments at 
Russwood, and to support 
business growth we 
have recruited four new 
members of staff. We are 
delighted to welcome 
on board (pun intended) 
Russell Kay, Kay Giles, 
David Lowell and Chris 
Houghton. 

Russell joins us as Commercial 
Manager and will be 
overseeing the sales teams 
in our Flooring, Cladding and 
Decking departments. 

Kay takes on the role of 
Marketing Manager and 
will be working with Pippa 
Hadley and Stuart Malcolm 
to communicate Russwood’s 
offerings to our customers.

cladding. Once inside the 
building you find fresh, 
vibrant working and 
meeting spaces spread 
across three floors with 
numerous views into the 
woodland garden, framed 
with a back drop of tall 
cladding that suggests the 
strength and maturity of a 
well established wood.  

We are really pleased with 
the quality of the product 
and the care the contractors 
have taken. It is usually one 
of the first things visitors 
remark on.”

That’s no faint praise 
coming from such a well-
respected organisation. 
We hope to see Scotlarch® 
being used in more 
exemplar “green office” 
buildings like The 
Woodland Trust’s HQ. 

David Lowell joins Russwood’s 
Cladding advisory team and 
starts work with Russwood’s  
programme of training in 
timber and customer service. 

All the new work in the office 
of course leads to new work 
in the yard and last but not 
least, Chris Houghton joins our 
hard-working yard team, who 

organize, saw, dry, machine 
and deliver the timber to your 
door. 

We are delighted to welcome 
all four to our growing team 
here at Station Sawmill and 
wish them all the very best.  
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The Sust initiative was 
developed in 2002 
by the (then) Scottish 
Executive in order to 
raise public awareness 
of environmentally-
responsible design and 
the contribution it can 
make in delivering a 
sustainable future. The 
programme is now part of 
Architecture and Design 
Scotland and is based 
at The Lighthouse on 
Glasgow’s Mitchell Lane. 
The organization is currently 
exhibiting “Material 
Considerations: A Natural 
Factory” at The Lighthouse. 
This exhibition is a 
collaboration between Sust 
and the Forestry Commission 
Scotland. It showcases 
the forest industries and 
in particular, the current 
and potential future use 
of Scottish timber - from 
tree to paper - specifically 
highlighting the use of timber 
as a building material. 

The exhibition comprises 
three sections: starting with 
the forest where trees grow 
and mature, following on to 
the production line where 
the raw timber is turned 
into products and building 
materials and a final area 
displays case studies and 
full size samples from recent 
Scottish buildings that 
showcase the use of timber 
in their construction.

Russwood contributed 
a large-scale sample of 
its Scotlarch® cladding to 
feature in the display on the 
National Trust for Scotland’s 
Culloden Visitor Centre, 
which is clad with 1400m2 of 
this sustainable material. 

This is the first in a series of 
exhibitions investigating 
sustainable construction 

Material Evidence

Cross-sawn, hand-
finished flooring.
The sumptuous hallway of 
“The Big House” at Homes 
and Interiors, Scotland , in 
the Scottish Exhibition and 
Conference Centre in 2010 
was floored with 24m2 of 
Russwood’s Oak flooring, 
courtesy of Jeffreys Interiors. 
The Edinburgh-based interior 
designers floored the central 
area with Russwood’s cross-
sawn 17th Century boards, to 
beautiful effect.

Within the exhibition Jeffrey’s 
Interiors chose Russwood’s 
cross-sawn oak floorboards in 
an “ebony” finish. This is a very 
stylish board, verging on the 
extravagant. It is completely 
individually-finished with 
hand tools to create the 
impression of an aged board 
with none of the wear and 
tear. Because of this special 
finish every single board is 
unique, and it proved to be 
a perfect accompaniment to 
Jeffrey’s bespoke luxurious 
interiors.

These beautiful boards are 
20mm thick and are available 
in lengths up to 2800mm. 
At least 70% of boards will 
be 1700mm and above; if 
you specifically require a 
certain number of long or set 
lengths of board this can be 
arranged for an additional 
cost. Widths range from 200 - 
220mm, depending on your 
requirements. 

Knots & 
Crosses

products, which will ultimately 
form the core of the Sust 
Materials Library. 

As well as running temporary 
exhibitions, Sust is developing 
a set of permanent resources 
in the form of its Materials 
Library and in its web presence. 
The website www.sust.org 
provides a unique  
web resource, giving access to 
a wide variety of information, 
resources and guidance on 
sustainability.

Sust is currently expanding 
the physical resources offered 
in the Materials Library to 
complement their Green 
Directory, with associated 
training and other events 
and activities in the newly 
refurbished A+DS Workshop. 

Sust’s Green Directory is the first 
dedicated resource for products, 
manufacturers and service 
providers of green products in 
Scotland. Each of the entries 

is referenced according to 
geographic location to help 
users to source locally. 

The Green Directory is a 
partnership project with SEDA 
(Scottish Ecological Design 
Association) and the Ecological 
Design Group at Duncan of 
Jordanstone, University of 
Dundee.

You will find Russwood 
listed in section 13 (Building 
Components and Techniques) 
in sub-section 01 (Cladding 
& Building Boards) where 
our Scotlarch® and other 
sustainable cladding is listed. 

Material Considerations was 
originally intended only to run 
until the beginning of January, 
but has been extended until 
the end of March due to 
continuing demand. We wish 
Sust every success and hope 
that future projects prove to be 
every bit as popular. 

Russwood is now all-singing, all-dancing on Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube. Pippa Hadley, Russwood’s Marketing Assistant is 
charged with keeping us (and you!) up to date with news from 
Station Sawmill via social networks. Search for Russwood on 
Facebook and YouTube and follow @RusswoodUK on Twitter. 

On the face of it...
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