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RIVER REFLECTIONS

MODERN MEETS VINTAGE

A home that rises up and floats gracefully on the 
tree-lined horizon

A newly-developed Highland apartment has been 
transformed into a stylish and characterful home

Quality
ingrained... 
Russwood 
turns 30! 



QUALITY
INGRAINED... 
Russwood turns 30

This year, Russwood is proud to celebrate three 
decades as one of Scotland’s leading suppliers 
of high-quality timber products. From humble 
beginnings on the site of a former coal yard at 
Newtonmore, our first sawmill was constructed 
by a small team of six. Among them were John 
Russell, PJ Mackintosh and Lorna Crombie, who 
still lead the company to this day, as Managing 
Director, Operations Director and Commercial 
Director respectively. 

Russwood started small scale timber processing 
from its Newtonmore home in 1990, producing UK-
grown hardwoods including Scottish Oak, Elm and 
Birch for kiln drying, which provided a durable and 
beautiful material for everything from furniture and 
doors to sheds and picnic tables.



These are not the only enduring relationships at 
Russwood, which has always enjoyed a special 
team spirit and camaraderie. Over the years we 
have marked many special occasions together – 
our cake rota system is loved by all, and thanks to 
our growing team there is never a week without 
cake!

Russwood also prides itself on our support for 
the community. Today, we are a major employer 
for Badenoch and Strathspey, employing over 50 
local staff at our Newtonmore headquarters as well 
as four people at our office in Glasgow. We have 
sponsored numerous community events and clubs 
including the Newtonmore Highland Games, 
Camanachd Association, Aviemore 100, Wolfpax 
Riders and golf competitions, as well as architect 
award ceremonies and many diverse charities over 
our three decades in business.

By 2015 Russwood had outgrown its old offices, 
and in September 2015 we moved into our stunning 
new premises, designed by HRI Architects and built 
by CR Construction. Our production facility now 
includes a modern sawmill, planing mill and in-
house factory coating facility, as well as open plan 
offices, a flooring showroom and architect designed 
cladding and decking display areas. As you would 
expect, our premises showcase the very highest 
standards of product design, installation and 
fixings, and provide us with a living test facility as 
research and development become ever more 
important to meeting and surpassing client 
expectations. 

Throughout our 30 years we have taken pride in our 
reputation for quality products and excellent 
technical expertise, which enable us to provide 
timber and fixing systems that last for generations. 
Yet none of this would be possible without the 
continued support of our clients and employees, so 
thank you - and here’s to many more years!

If you would like to learn more about Russwood 
and our outstanding product range, please visit our 
website www.russwood.co.uk

Over the years, Russwood developed in expertise 
and experience, always embracing the latest 
innovations whilst maintaining a solid commitment 
to quality and service. In the year 2000, John 
Russell took the first steps into the cladding and 
decking market, travelling all across Europe in 
search of timber specialists. He found one in the 
form of Dutch exporter Bert Huijsman – described 
by PJ Mackintosh as an “encyclopedia of timber 
knowledge” – and a trusted partner to this day. 

By 2001, Russwood was producing Siberian Larch 
and Western Red Cedar cladding, and Siberian 
Larch and Garapa Decking. In 2001 Russwood also 
started working with our production specialists in 
high-quality European flooring, in a relationship 
that has endured for 19 years and counting. 

A PERSONAL TOUCH 

NEW MARKETS MOVING WITH THE TIMES



RIVER 
REFLECTIONS
Tasked with creating a “wow” home for their clients 
on the picturesque River Loddon in Berkshire, John 
Pardey Architects turned to Russwood for a 
natural, timeless aesthetic. 

The River Loddon is a tributary of the Thames and 
prone to regular flooding. This presents the 
challenge of designing a home that could be 
elevated above ground level, with materials that 
could be submerged and allow floodwater to flow 
uninhibited across the site. The resulting design is 
a stunning solution, providing a home that rises up 
and floats gracefully on the tree-lined horizon. The architect said: “Russwood are always a great 

company to deal with, from sourcing sample 
material, to technical literature and assistance with 
NBS specifications. The assurances of a quality 
product, that we know has great durability, leaves 
us confident in the longevity of the material and 
finish itself.”

John Pardey Architects selected Russwood’s 
highest grade of Siberian Larch, SILA Select Plus, 
for its durability, and knew that they could provide 
the high-quality timber required for the strong 
linear form of the build. A visually light material, the 
larch cladding is also factory coated with SiOO:X 
Original, which ensures a uniform weathered 
appearance, adding a subtle abstract finish to the 
modern aesthetic. The use of FassadenClip®, a 
secret-fix solution that enhances the timber’s 
durability through increased ventilation, further 
allows for uninterrupted lines and a sense of flow.

“THE ASSURANCES OF A QUALITY 
PRODUCT, THAT WE KNOW HAS GREAT 
DURABILITY, LEAVES US CONFIDENT IN 
THE LONGEVITY OF THE MATERIAL AND 
FINISH ITSELF.”

The FassadenClip® creates a free 
flow of air between the back face of 
the cladding board and the vertical 
batten, enhancing ventilation and 
thereby improving the performance 
of timber. By secret fixing, the front 
faces of the façade boards are left 
fully intact which enhances 
longevity of the coated finish.

TECH TALK 



FEATURED PRODUCTS

Product: SILA Select Plus Cladding
Coating: Factory Coated with SiOO:X Original
Fixings: FassadenClip® with BohrFix® 17mm Screws
Board dimentions: 95 x 20mm 

Architect: John Pardey Architects
Contractor: Clive Hicks & Steve Keytes
Images: James Morris Photography



THE 
COUNTRYSIDE 
IN THE CITY
A working community farm and education charity 
in London is entering a new chapter of its history 
thanks to an £860k refurbishment and extension. 
The project, by PUP Architects, with John Perkins 
as the main contractor, expands the community 
outreach and educational facilities at Surrey Docks 
Farm as well as opening up the riverside with a new 
public realm and enhanced access to the Thames 
Path.

Key new spaces in the development include a 
teaching kitchen, meeting rooms, offices, toilet 
block, multi-use River Room and glazed 
‘orangery’ opening up the building to the expansive 
river views. A three-storey tower previously gutted 
by fire has been reinstated to present a new civic 
face for the farm.

Inspired by the black barns of Sussex and Kent as 
well as the site’s history as a timber wharf and 
shipyard, the buildings feature Thermopine® 
cladding, factory coated in striking ebony. The 
board-on-board timber is rough-sawn with a 
Microtex® finish. Which provides enhanced 
coating performance due to an increased surface 
area which in turn gives enhanced adhesion 
properties. The vertical lines are broken by 
horizontal bands, with board widths gradually 
increasing towards the top of the tower. This 
creates the effect of a textured shadow pattern and 
signifies the change from agricultural use on the 
ground floor to civic space towards the top. 
Existing materials such as brick and granite have 
been reused alongside timber, reflecting the 
charity’s strong values relating to responsible 
farming and sustainability. The result is a striking 
landmark celebrating the best of agriculture in an 
urban setting.

“THE RESULT IS A STRIKING LANDMARK 
CELEBRATING THE BEST OF 
AGRICULTURE IN AN URBAN SETTING.”

The architect said, “Longevity and maintenance 
were a key concern for the client so if the wrong 
product was specified or if the detailing was not 
carefully considered it would weather unevenly and 
not age well. Throughout the project Russwood 
provided expert and detailed advice and were 
always easy to work with. The result is a beautiful 
and finely detailed facade that will last.”

FEATURED PRODUCTS
Product: Thermopine® Cladding
Surface Finish: Microtex®
Coating: Factory Coated Ebony FI046

Architect: PUP Architects 
Contractor: John Perkins Limited 
Images: Simone Bossi Photography



FEATURED PRODUCTS

CLADDING

DECKING

RETRO REFIT
An innovative retrofit project in Herts has led the 
way in considering how historic property can meet 
21st century needs. 

This self-funded project by Scott Batty saw the 
architect turn over his own home to become an 
active tool to address the realities of housing 
refurbishment in the UK, developing strategies for 
improvements that minimise cost and 
inconvenience whilst delivering a more modern, 
efficient home.

The design aesthetic honours the 70s form, with 
a brickwork ground floor and timber-clad upper 
levels. Taking the concept of a “lifetime of living”, 
the space is maximised by opening, connecting 
and reusing as opposed to demolishing, while new 
insulation, cladding, heating and glazing provide an 
environmentally-sound “overcoat” for the home.

The homeowner and architect said: “With 
Russwood there’s a sense of a smaller, compact, 
friendly and efficient operation. I never felt as 
though I was being lost in “the system”. They 
became a partner for me to work with – someone 
who cares about the project. Russwood products 
invariably do what Russwood say they will do, cost 
what they say they will cost and arrive when they 
say they will arrive.”

“RUSSWOOD PRODUCTS INVARIABLY DO 
WHAT RUSSWOOD SAY THEY WILL DO, 
COST WHAT THEY SAY THEY WILL COST 
AND ARRIVE WHEN THEY SAY THEY WILL 
ARRIVE.”

Product: SILA Select Siberian Larch
Surface Finish: Planed all round 47 x 25 & 42 x 20mm
Fixings: Grade 304 Ring Shank Nails 

Product: Vertical Grain Siberian Larch
Profile: RW212 (92 x 27mm)
Fixings: GleitFix® fixing system

Architect: Scott Batty Architect 
Contractor: Self build by Homeowner / Architect 
Images: Matt Chisnall Photography

Russwood products are used extensively 
throughout, with SILA Select Siberian Larch board-
on-board cladding selected for its maintenance-
free longevity and natural weathering. SILA Select 
also lends itself to detailing such as fascias, soffits, 
timber fins and fencing. Vertical Grain Siberian 
Larch is used for the external decking and fixed with 
GleitFix®, which creates a ventilated gap between 
the decking boards and substructure preventing 
moisture trapping as well as giving a flawless 
“secret-fix” aesthetic.



T: 01540 673 648   E: mail@russwood.co.uk

www.russwood.co.uk

MODERN MEETS 
VINTAGE 
A newly-developed Highland apartment has been 
transformed into a stylish and characterful home 
with signature flooring provided by Russwood. 

The client wanted to create a modern-meets-
vintage aesthetic in their new one-bedroom flat, 
housed in a converted 19th century hotel. With bay 
windows, cornicing and pitch pine staircase, the flat 
already benefited from fine period features, which 
were brought into the 21st century with the 
addition of contemporary paint colours and 
furnishings.

The engineered flooring also proved a practical 
choice in overcoming the uneven subfloors, with 
the client commenting: “It’s very hardwearing, 
really easy to maintain and keep clean – a year on 
and it looks as good as the day it was 
fitted.”

The flooring was important in anchoring the look, 
and the client selected Russwood engineered 17th 
century oak to add a warm, natural character. The 
aged and distressed appearance of this flooring is 
created by a range of finishing techniques including 
hand scraping, rolling and hand-filling knots, 
creating a sunken and antiqued look. The client 
selected mixed width boards of 120, 190 and 
245mm to accentuate the rustic style, and the 
stone grey colour adds depth and drama, 
complementing the inky blue walls.

A bespoke shelving unit made by Mackintosh 
Manufacturing from leftover oak boards adds a 
striking finishing touch to this atmospheric 
apartment.

“IT’S VERY HARDWEARING, REALLY EASY 
TO MAINTAIN AND KEEP CLEAN – A YEAR 
ON AND IT LOOKS AS GOOD AS THE DAY 
IT WAS FITTED.”

FEATURED PRODUCTS
Product: 17th Century Oak Flooring
Colour: Stone Grey 
Board dimentions: 120, 190, 245mm  

Contractor: Ackie Macrae Joinery
Images: Nigel Rigden Photography


